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Invitation to attend 
 

‘Mobile phones: the new talking drums of Everyday Africa?’ 
 

Workshop 10 December, 2010 
African Studies Centre 

Leiden 
 

 

In the discussions on development and technology, ‘access’ is often an important 
issue: at times it is even assumed that ensuring access to new ICTs will automatically 

lead to ‘development’. 
On December 9 and 10 we will hold a workshop on the theme outlined above. After 
intensive discussions, interpretations and debates on Thursday and Friday morning, 

we will conclude the sessions on Friday afternoon December 10th 2010 with a 
plenary debate. 

For this workshop we have invited people/organizations from various fields of 
involvement in the relationship between ICT and African societies. These fields are: 

academics (social scientists), media, business, social development, technological 
development, and political development. During the workshop the participants will 

present their field of involvement with ICT and include their visions on the 
achievements, these will be followed by a discussion in line with the questions raised 

in the text above. 
We cordially invite you to attend these concluding debates of the workshop and look 

forward to your participation. 
Please find the Program and List of Participants enclosed & feel free to spread the 

word to other interested parties. 
We look forward to your reactions! 

 
http://mobileafricarevisited.wordpress.com/ 
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  Program 
 
Friday 10th December: 

Place of venue: FSW, 1A-01* 
 
13.30 – 14.00 Introduction and welcome  

Calling for equality? Communication technologies and social hierarchies  
Mirjam de Bruijn and Inge Brinkman  

 
14.00 – 14.45 Connecting Dreams: Success/failure, crossing borders and new 

ICT (film) 
Sjoerd Sijsma  

 
14.45 – 15.30  Summary and critical reflections 

Francis Nyamnjoh 
 

15.30 – 15.45   BREAK 
 
15.45 – 17.00  Plenary Debate 

Plenary debate with theses from: Herman Wasserman, Ben Garside, Martin de 
Koning, Brenda Burrell, Hajo van Beijma, Mieke Hartveld 

Chair: Mirjam de Bruijn 
 
17.30 – 18.30  DRINKS  
 
 
* Faculty of Social and Behavioral Sciences, Pieter de la Court Gebouw, Wassenaarseweg 52, 2333 
AK Leiden, http://www.socialsciences.leiden.edu/publicadministration/press/location.html  
 
 
 
Plenary Debate Hypotheses: 

 
♣ “In Africa, the revolution will not be televised. But it may be txted”, Herman 
Wasserman, Rhodes University, South Africa 
♣ “The glory days and gold rush of African mobile telecoms are over (to some 
extent)”, Martin-Pieter de Koning, UPC (Former Corporate Communications Director 
Celtel/Zain) 
♣ “Entrenched power structures trump technology interventions - without real change 
we can only white ant using ICTs” & “Social networking is even more superficial 
than cheque book activism”, Brenda Burrell, Freedom Fone 
♣ To be announced: Hajo van Beijma, Text to Change 

Ben Garside, IIED 
Jessica Teunissen, Oxfam Novib 
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  Context 
 
In the discussions on development and technology, ‘access’ is often an important 
issue: at times it is even assumed that ensuring access to new ICTs will automatically 
lead to ‘development’. And indeed, we have heard of many examples in which access 
to new ICT leads to empowerment. Fishermen around Lake Victoria receive price 
information through their mobile phones so that they are less vulnerable to economic 
exploitation, women in various countries in Africa use new ICT to expand their 
communication possibilities in spite of restrictive norms in terms of mobility, 
versatility in new ICTs may offer youth new powers vis-à-vis the community elders.  
This argument is also used in a wider context: access to information and 
communication is assumed to lead to a world in which distances are disappearing. The 
world will become a global village in which in principle all people have equal access 
to information and geographical place no longer plays a role. 
 
Yet mere access to ICT is not enough to 'develop' and an increase in mobility is no 
guarantee for empowerment; the relations between technology and development need 
to be qualified. Thus James Ferguson (2006) has argued that the new ICT and the new 
forms of mobility will lead to new hierarchical structures, which he labels ‘global 
shadows’. He expects that hierarchical relations will not disappear as expected, but 
rather be reproduced on a larger scale. This will lead to a new underdeveloped world 
and to new forms of poverty; no longer located in specific geographical regions but 
spread into the world.  
 
This shows that access cannot be viewed independently of socio-political relations. A 
range of questions come to the mind: 
 
- Whose development is involved? 
- By who are new ICT appropriated? 
- In what ways are local hierarchies reinforced through new ICTs or new hierarchies 
created? 
- Are new ICTs used in politically repressive systems? 
- Do new ICTs function in unequal global socio-economic relations? 
- How does access to ICT interfere with societies that are increasingly spread over the 
world (migrant communities, etc)? 
 
These questions suppose a qualitative approach: statistics indicating the number of 
people having access to new ICTs do not suffice; forms and contents of 
communication require study as well.  
 
In this workshop we are especially interested whether or not experiences ‘in the field’ 
influenced prior lines of thinking and your own assumptions regarding empowerment 
were readjusted on the basis of end-users’ perspectives. 
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  Participants 
 
For this workshop we have invited people/organizations from various fields of 
involvement in the relationship between ICT and African societies. During the 
workshop the participants will present their field of involvement with ICT and include 
their visions on the achievements. These will be followed by a discussion in line with 
the questions raised in the text above.  
 
A. Academic 
IIED, Ben Garside 
Rhodes University, South Africa, Herman Wasserman 
University of Cape Town, Francis Nyamnjoh 
University College London, Michael Rowlands 
Wageningen University, Hanneke Post 
Radboud University Nijmegen, Joris Schapendonk 
University of Leiden, Bart Barendregt 
University of Leiden, Robert Ross 
Counterpart institute Cameroon: University Buea, Tangie Fonchingong 
Centre for African Studies (CASB) University of Basel, Divine Fuh 
WOTRO, Martijn Wienia 
ASC, Mirjam de Bruijn 
ASC, Inge Brinkman 
ASC, Inge Butter 
ASC, Henrietta Nyamnjoh 
ASC, Fatima Diallo 
ASC, Barbara Gwanmesia 
ASC, Ton Dietz 
B. Media 
Ghetto Radio, Maarten Brouwer 
Eyeses, Sjoerd Sijsma 
Freedom Fone, Brenda Burrell 
Voices of Africa Media Fund, Olivier Nyirubugara 
C. ICT business sector 
Africa Interactive, Peter Vlam 
Butterfly Works, Emer Beamer & Kersti Wissenbach 
BZRD, Taco de Nies 
Ericsson, Erik Kruse 
Giarte, Bart van der Linden 
NABC, Josine Hoogenraad 
NICE International BV, Lonneke Craemers  
Text to Change Foundation (TTC), Hajo van Beijma 
UPC, Martin-Pieter de Koning 
D. Development sector 
Hivos, Ben White & Marjan Besuijen 
IICD, Francois Laureys 
The Kuyu Project, Simeon Oriku 
Oxfam Novib, Mieke Hartveld, Jessica Teunissen & Sophie Conin 


